
5th grade parents,
  
     Have you ever thought about what your child’s grade in a class tells you?  Does it tell you 
their current level of performance on each skill necessary at that grade level, or does it simply 
tell you how much work your child has turned in, regardless of whether or not your child 
completed that work on their own?  Has your child ever received a zero on an assignment for 
not turning it in?  Does that mean your child understands nothing about that topic?  And lastly, 
has your child ever gotten a low grade only to have it raised for doing something that had 
nothing to do with mastering the original topic they are struggling with (example:  bringing in 
supplies to class for extra credit).  These are all things to ask yourself when receiving a 
traditional grade in a traditional classroom.  
     We do things a little differently in my classroom.  And I’ll be the first to admit that it took 
me a little while to wrap my mind around this grading system!  Having said that, I promise that 
what I am doing for your child is the best possible way to make sure they are learning the 
content, and learning it well, before moving on to the next grade level.  Below are a few of the 
most important things to understand about the Standards-Based Grading (SBG) system I will 
use in my classroom:
*The only items that will count towards your child’s grade are unit tests.  At first, this may seem 
unfair that there will not be other assignments factoring into your child’s grade and I understand 
that concern.  I assure you that I will be conducting learning checks all along the way to make 
sure that your child is as well prepared at the end of each unit when they take a test.  Also, if 
your child does not master a skill or two on the test, they can retake it if they qualify!  (My 
ultimate goal is for them to “get it”, not get caught with a bad grade.  A bad grade does neither 
of us any good....it’s all about mastery of the skills!)
*In order to retake a unit test, a student has to complete all homework given during each unit.  
Homework is usually only given a couple of times a week (sometimes maybe only once!), so it 
is very important that students complete these assignments.   I keep track of this so if you ever 
want to know if your child has missing assignments feel free to ask!  When a student asks to 
retake a test, the first thing I check is my homework completion record, and then we set up a 
plan for extra practice and a date to retake the exam.



*Homework does not count for a grade!  Nothing bothers me more than hearing that a student 
received a zero on a homework assignment for not turning it in.  A zero implies that the child 
knows nothing, which is rarely the case.  Furthermore, a zero is very hard to come back from in 
regards to grades, and can make a child feel that their level is lower than it actually is, which 
can be detrimental to a child’s confidence level in math.  In addition, giving grades for 
completing homework can boost a grade up when that child may or may not actually be able to 
perform the skills at the mastery level consistently.  
*Students will have periodic “learning checks” in class.  These are like what most teachers call 
quizzes, except that mine do not count for a grade.  They are scored on a 3, 2, 1 scale (3 = 
mastery, 2 = partial mastery, 1 = limited mastery).  I will put these scores into Infinite Campus 
for you to see, but these scores will essentially go away once your child takes a test.  Please pay 
NO attention to the percentage that Infinite Campus will try to assign for a partial mastery and 
limited mastery on learning checks.  Unfortunately, I cannot alter the settings in Infinite 
Campus to allow me to remove those percentages (for example, it will try to assign a 67% to a 
partial mastery since it is technically 2 out of 3 points), but that is not the case since partial 
mastery only describes your child’s current level of understanding and the percentage is not 
counting towards your child’s final grade.  I tell the students that it is like playing a sport...your 
practices don’t count towards your final record and learning checks are like practice tests.  I use 
the information from these learning checks to alter and guide my lesson plans, and students 
should use them to guide their individual practice on IXL (for more information about IXL, 
please refer to the parent letter on my website).
*It is my experience that without the constant pressure of everything “counting” towards their 
grade in class, students experience much less math anxiety and feel more comfortable to make 
mistakes and learn from each other in the process!  In my class, mistakes are good - they help us 
learn!
*All unit tests will be scored by your child!  After each test, an analysis sheet is filled out to 
help your child determine their level of mastery on each skill.  That means your child will know 
how they did immediately following the test and they will do this all on their own!    

Please feel free to email me with any other questions you may have throughout the year!  


